A FLUKELESS FIN WHALE
TETHYS THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA
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A female fin whale (Bolaenoptera physolus), with part of her left fluke missing,
was known since 19946 and sighted on a regular basis In the Pelagos Sanctuary.

e In 2019 she suffered a second accident, which led to the complete severing of
o = her flukes.
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. : Italy and "Fluker™ in France, could be tracked for
—— ey almost a year, adding a new element to the puzzle of *

Mediterranean fin whales' large scale movements.

In September 2019 the whale was reported

e I 1 missing her entire tail. Both entanglement and % *
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Codamozza's latest accident most

1 P likely was human caused and In May 2020 Codamozza was
i \ occurred within the Pelagos sighted in Syria, very close to
i Sanctuary, a Marine Protected Area the easternmost part of the
0 dedicated to cetaceans, calling for Mediterranean. To the bast of
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Despite extreme emaciation Codamozza was able to
complete a round trip between NW and SE Mediterranean
Assuming the most direct route, she coverad aver 7,000

km in 9.5 months. If she Instead had swum all aleng the
coast, her journey would have been 8,000 km approx

Being a dramatic example of usually unnoticed Injuries or mortality events, the case garnered widespread media attention, and contributed to raising public awareness
regarding the threats to cetac=ans posed by entanglement and collisions with ships

Mediterranean fin whales are described to move as nomadic opportunists: whether this whale's journey is representative of their typical routes across the basin, or if
her impairment caused a deviation from her usual behaviour, remains a matter of speculation, but Codamozza’s track adds a new element to the overall picture
Understanding the still uncertain migratory patterns of this endangered sub-population is crucial for an effective protection.

This case also highlights the need of additional, ecosystem-based, approach to complement area-based conservation measures.
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