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Cetacean research carried out since 2019 in the Southern
Ionian Sea, between Brancaleone (RC) and Botricello (CZ),
refers to figure 1, has reduced the knowledge gap on the
presence and distribution of cetacean species. This geographic
area was previously unstudied, despite past stranding events
and citizen sightings being recorded occasionally. The
scientific research undertaken involved a multi-action
approach including scientific field research and citizen science
to increase knowledge and awareness regarding the marine
environment and marine mammals’ conservation needs.
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Figure 1 - Localization of study area
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The goal is to complement the series of conservation programs for cetaceans in the Mediterranean to inform and raise awareness and to broaden
knowledge about cetacean presence in the Calabrian Ionian Sea. The different species sighted (common bottlenose dolphin, striped dolphin, short-
beaked common dolphin, Risso’s dolphin) in this area provides evidence of the importance of this region to cetaceans, justifying the need for research
efforts during different seasons to aid the formulation of effective conservation policies and management recommendations. Within the study area
there are two SACs "Fondali di Stalettì" and "Spiaggia di Brancaleone" and the Marine Park "Baia di Soverato". In 2016 with DGR n. 323 and No. 278,
the conservation measures for the two SACs were approved. The common bottlenose dolphin, despite being reported in the management plans of
Calabria, is simply indicated as “presente” as there is no ER or photo ID data to provide more accurate data on population and habitat used. This year,
these conservation measures have been updated and this study helped define precise conservation measures in an area rich in biodiversity but
affected by increasing anthropogenic pressures and threats, such as toxic organic and inorganic chemicals, vessel traffic (especially in the summer
months), marine litter and by-catch.
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